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Refutation of the Claims Raised Concerning Jizyah in Islam

We are addressing in this topic a
point of contention that Christians
have been talking about a Iot
recently. In fact, the uproar over it
has increased these days, and now all
Christians seem to talk about nothing
else—the verse about the jizya (poll
tax).
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They ask: How can a religion
revealed by God impose a tribute on
others who do not believe in it, and if
they don't pay, fight them? One of
them even appeared on a Christian
TV channel saying, "We will not pay
the jizya, even if you kill us. We will
not submit to this thuggery, even if it
means saving us from death."
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In this discussion, we will not use
worn-out arguments or repeat what
has been said before about jizya.
Instead, we will shock the
Christian—especially the type who
only knows how to raise his voice—
with Christian information about
jizya in general and jizya in Islam in
particular, sourced from Christian
references, articles, and testimonies.
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To give the topic of jizya in Islam its
full due, we will present it through
several points covering the issue of
jizya in general, jizya in Islam
specifically, and the Christian
perspective on jizya. This will be
done through a summary of Islamic
research and explanations, along with
presenting the most famous Islamic
interpretations of the jizya verse, as
well as Christian interpretations,
articles, and testimonies about jizya.
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We will summarize the topic into six
points:
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First: What is the definition of Jizya?

Second: Is Jizya
innovated by Islam?

something

Third: What is Jizya in Islam?
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Fourth: Does Jizya undermine the
dignity of non-Muslims?
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Sixth: From a Christian perspective,
is Jizya a disgraceful act that
undermines a Christian's dignity?

Fifth: What is the punishment for
refusing to pay Jizya when required?
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We begin, with God's blessing.

First: The Definition of Jizya?

1. Linguistic Definition of Jizya in
Arabic:
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Jizya is derived from the root (j-z-y),
meaning to recompense someone for
what they have done. The Arabs say
"jaza yajzi" meaning he rewarded or
requited for a favor done to him.
Jizya 1s derived from "al-mujazah"
(requital) on the pattern of "fi'lah,"
meaning that they give it as a
recompense for the security they are
granted.
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2. Definition of Jizya in Islamic
Jurisprudence:
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Jizya is a financial tax taken from
non-Muslims who enter into the
covenant and protection (dhimma) of
the Muslims while retaining their
religion. They pay it to the Islamic
state in return for the Muslims'
protection of them from their
enemies, the preservation of their
lives (so that no Muslim may
transgress against them), and also for
their benefit from the facilities of the
Islamic state.
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3. Definition of Jizya in the Christian
Encyclopedia (Da'irat al-Ma'arif al-
Kitabiyyah):
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Jizya is money, goods, or service
rendered by a nation or an individual
to a nation or king as a sign of
submission and for the purpose of
providing expenses.
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This indicates that the word jizya is
equivalent to "tax," because the term
"tax" (daribah) did not exist at that
time; it is a term innovated in the
centuries following Islam.

am ) Joks A el A O e Jo 1oa
el Geodll 8 Gt e Ladl g Jo il

Second: Is Jizya  Something
Innovated by Islam?

Islam was not an innovation among
religions, just as Muslims were not an
innovation among nations when they
took jizya from the nations that came
under their authority. The practice of
conquering nations taking jizya from
subjugated nations is well-known;
human history is the greatest witness
to this.
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The New Testament reported the
prevalence of this practice when
Jesus said to Simon: "What do you
think, Simon? From whom do the
kings of the earth collect duty or
taxes—from their own children or
from others?" "From others," Peter
answered. "Then the children are
exempt," Jesus said to him (Matthew
17:25-26).
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The prophets, peace be upon them,
when they overcame certain
kingdoms by God's command and
victory, took jizya from the
subjugated nations. They even
enslaved subjugated nations, as the
Prophet Joshua did with the
Canaanites when he overcame them:
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"They did not dislodge the
Canaanites living in Gezer; to this
day the Canaanites live among the
people of Ephraim but are required to
do forced labor" (Joshua 16:10). So
he combined both enslavement and
jizya for them.

Christianity did not abrogate
anything from the laws of Judaism;
Christ came to fulfill the law, not to
abolish it (see Matthew 5:17).
Moreover, Christ commanded his
followers to pay jizya to the Romans:
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"Then the Pharisees went out and laid
plans to trap him in his words. They
sent their disciples to him along with
the Herodians. 'Teacher,' they said,
'we know that you are a man of
integrity and that you teach the way
of God in accordance with the truth.
You aren't swayed by others, because
you pay no attention to who they are.
Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is
it right to pay the imperial tax to
Caesar or not?' But Jesus, knowing
their evil intent, said, 'You
hypocrites, why are you trying to trap
me? Show me the coin used for
paying the tax.' They brought him a
denarius, and he asked them, "Whose
image is this? And whose
inscription?' 'Caesar's,’ they replied.
Then he said to them, 'So give back
to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to
God what is God's."" (Matthew
22:16-21).
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Consequently, jizya is not an Islamic
innovation but a practice known and
customary to humanity since the
dawn of history. This is affirmed by
the  scripture that  Christians
themselves venerate. So why object
to it?
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Third: What is Jizya in Islam?
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1. Definition of Jizya in Islamic
Jurisprudence:
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Jizya is a financial tax taken from
non-Muslims who enter into the
covenant and protection (dhimma) of
the Muslims while retaining their
religion. They pay it to the Islamic
state in return for the Muslims'
protection of them from enemies, the
preservation of their lives (so that no
Muslim may transgress against
them), and also for their benefit from
the facilities of the Islamic state.
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2- The Purpose of Jizya:
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Islam, as is its custom, did not stop at
the practices of previous peoples. It
elevated the concept of jizya, making
it not a tribute paid by the vanquished
to their conquerors, but rather a
binding contract between the Muslim
nation and the peoples who entered
its protection.
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Al-Tabari says in his Tafsir: "Al-
Jizya is a noun derived from 'jaza
fulan fulanan ma 'alayhi' (so-and-so
paid what he owed him), 'yajzihi' (he
pays him). Jizya is like 'al-qa'dah’ and
'al-jalsah’. The meaning of the
statement is: until they give the tax
(kharaj) from their hands, which they
offer to the Muslims in defense of
themselves."
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Al-Qurtubi says in his Tafsir: "When
the people subject to jizya pay it,
nothing is taken from their fruits,
trade, or crops. It is incumbent upon
the Imam (ruler) to fight their enemy
for them and to seek their assistance
in fighting. They have no share in the
spoils of war (fay') or the jizya. Its
measure is 'fu'lah’, from 'jaza yajzi'
meaning he recompensed for a favor
done to him, as if they give it as

0T el o o bl
pd LAl (14 5 pgie 335 ol 4 501 4
Jiay o) plell e 5 age 550 Yy aei i Vs
La V. agll o Gaxi g ab 530 agic
GO> O Adad Leidy Al ol (B agd
L gl ?g_\\ss ¢ ad) ngd_..u\ Lee WS 1Y) S

Yl e ) saia e gl 3




aSa) 8 45l Jea B Ll cilple aY) Ak

Refutation of the Claims Raised Concerning Jizyah in Islam

recompense for the security they are
granted."

Al-Mawardi says in his book "Al-
Ahkam Al-Sultaniyyah": "By paying
it (the jizya), they are entitled to two
rights: first, to be left alone (not
fought), and second, to be protected,
so that through being left alone they
are safe, and through protection they
are guarded."

Al ) LSS S 8 o sl s

Laaaal (lia — 4 a6l — Ll ol il
Sl g3 Sl agd Alaad) 1 S 5 cagie oSl

O g_pae Alaally 5 il

Imam Muhammad Abduh states in
his book "Al-Islam wa Al-
Nasraniyyah" (Islam and
Christianity): "Islam was content,
upon conquest, to bring the
conquered land under its authority,
then leave the people to their religion.
It then required them to pay a jizya to
contribute to their maintenance and
the preservation of their security in
their homes. Thereafter, they are free
in their beliefs, places of worship,
and customs, not harassed in their
work nor wronged in their dealings."
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Sheikh Al-Sha'rawi says in his Tafsir:
"Al-Jaza' (the recompense) is the
jizya. It comes from the root 'jaza’
and 'yajzi'. So jizya is like a 'fi'lah’'
from 'jaza yajzi', because Islam
provided them with a good deed by
preserving their lives and allowing
them to remain on their religion
without coercion. So they must give
recompense for this blessing that God
Almighty bestowed upon them
through Islam. Also, they will live in
a faith-based community governed
by Islam. Muslims guarantee their
protection and ensure the safety of
their persons, families, property, and
everything. Since a Muslim pays
Zakat to the treasury which serves the
interests of the poor and Muslims, the
People of the Book living in Islamic
society also benefit from the services
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Islam provides. Therefore, they must
contribute some of their wealth in
return for those services. Islam, for
example, does not require the People
of the Book to join the military in war
against any enemy of the Muslims
unless they volunteer. Thus, jizya is
not a coercive imposition, but rather
compensation for a benefit provided
to them by Islam".
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false, for a religion he does not
believe in. Moreover, the religion of
the dissenters themselves often does
not permit them to defend and fight
for another religion. Jizya also falls
away if the dhimmis (protected non-
Muslims) participate with Muslims
in fighting and defending the Abode
of Islam against the enemies of Islam.
This was explicitly stated in some
covenants and treaties concluded
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between Muslims and dhimmis
during the era of Umar, may God be
pleased with him. Similarly, Abu
Ubaidah's delegate made a treaty
with the Christian community of Al-
Jarajimah that they would be allies of
the Muslims and spies against their
enemy, and would not be subject to
jizya".
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the conquered cities in Syria to return
the jizya collected from those cities.
He wrote to the people saying, 'We
are returning your money to you
because news has reached us of the
forces gathered against us. You
stipulated that we protect you, but we
are unable to do so. So we are
returning what we took from you,
abiding by our condition and the
covenant written between us. If God
grants us victory over them, we will
uphold the covenant.' Thus, huge
sums were returned from the state
treasury. The Christians called down
blessings on the Muslim leaders and
said, 'May God return you to us
victorious over them (the Romans). If
it were them, they would not have
returned anything to us; they would
have taken everything left for us.' The
same applies if they participate in the
army, as mentioned earlier".

3. The Difference Between lJizya,
Zakat, and Modern Taxes:
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Dr. Raghib Al-Sirjani says in his
book "Al-Jizyah fi Al-Islam" (Jizya
in Islam): "Let everyone who
criticizes jizya and claims it is a form
of  injustice, oppression, and
humiliation of peoples—especially
when they learn that it is paid in lieu
of the Zakat paid by Muslims—also
realize that the value of this jizya is
far less than the value Muslims pay in
Zakat! At the time Muslims entered
Andalusia, the value an individual
meeting the conditions paid in jizya
to Muslims was one dinar per year,
while a Muslim paid 2.5% of his total
wealth if it reached the minimum
threshold (nisab) and a year had
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passed. If a dhimmi converted to
Islam, jizya was dropped, and if he
joined the Muslims in fighting, they
would pay him wages. The amounts
Muslims paid in Zakat were
multiples of what the People of the
Book and others paid in jizya—this
Zakat being itself lower than any tax
in the world. Some people pay 10%
and 20% taxes; indeed, some pay
50% and sometimes 70% taxes on
their wealth. In Islam, Zakat does not
exceed 2.5%. Jizya was less than the
Zakat obligatory upon Muslims, thus
making it the lowest tax in the world,
far less than what rulers themselves
imposed on their own peoples and
fellow citizens. Moreover, the
Prophet commanded that the People
of the Book not be burdened beyond
their capacity; he even threatened
those who wronged or harmed them,
saying: 'Beware! Whoever wrongs a
covenanted person (mu'ahid), or
detracts from his rights, or burdens
him beyond his capacity, or takes
something from him without his
consent, [ will be his adversary on the
Day of Judgment.' Meaning, I will be
the one who disputes and argues
against him on the Day of
Resurrection."
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This means jizya is far, far less than
the Zakat obligatory upon Muslims.
Both correspond to the modern
concept of taxes, with the difference
in the amount of jizya, the amount of
Zakat, and the amount and variety of
modern taxes.
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Dr. Attiya Saqr, former head of the
Fatwa Committee at Al-Azhar, says:
"It should not be said that taking jizya
from the dhimmis is an injustice
against them or makes them second-
class citizens, for it is equivalent to
the Zakat imposed on Muslims."
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4. Individuals Subject to Jizya:

Al agle G Al ) 3Y1-4

God commanded that jizya be taken
from those capable of fighting (al-
mugqatilin) and no others, as the verse
states: "Fight those who do not
believe in Allah or in the Last Day
and who do not consider unlawful
what Allah and His Messenger have
made unlawful and who do not adopt
the religion of truth from those who
were given the Scripture - [fight]
until they give the jizyah willingly
while they are humbled." (Quran
9:29)
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Al-Qurtubi says in his Tafsir: "Our
scholars, may God's mercy be upon
them, said: What the Quran indicates
is that jizya is taken from fighting
men (al-rijal al-mugqatilin), because
God Almighty said 'Fight those...
until they give the jizya,’ which
necessitates its obligation upon those
who are fought. It also indicates that
it is not upon a slave, even if he is a
fighter, because he possesses no
wealth, and because God Almighty
said 'until they give' — one does not
say of someone who possesses
nothing 'until he gives'. There is
consensus among scholars that jizya
is only imposed upon the heads of
free, adult men—those who fight—
and not upon women, offspring,
slaves, the insane, or the decrepit
elderly. There is disagreement
regarding monks. Ibn Wahb related
from Malik that it is not taken from
them. Mutarrif and Ibn Al-Majishun
said: This applies if they became
monks before its imposition; if it was
imposed and then they became
monks, their monasticism does not
exempt them. Umar wrote to the
military commanders: 'Do  not
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impose jizya on women or children;
impose it only on those who have
reached puberty (man jarat 'alayhi al-

sm

mawasi"".(

This means jizya is imposed on free,
sane, adult men capable of fighting
and possessing wealth. It is not
imposed on the elderly, the sick who
cannot fight, monks (unless they
became monks after jizya was
imposed), women, children, slaves
(whether fighters or not), even if all
of them possess wealth.
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5. When is Jizya Imposed and When
is it Dropped?
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Scholars agree that jizya is imposed
in two cases:
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1. On non-Muslims residing in the
Islamic state, taken from them in
return for the state's undertaking of
their defense and security and their
enjoyment of the state's services and
facilities.
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2. On non-Muslims who fought the
Muslims, broke a covenant,
instigated or aided the enemies of
Muslims in war against them. The
Islamic army then invades them as
punishment, and jizya is imposed on
them in return for their lands entering
the domain and borders of the Islamic
state. Some scholars said that the
original case for imposing jizya is
only this second one, but this view
did not achieve consensus among the
scholars of the Ummah.
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Scholars agree that it is dropped in
three cases:
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If the ruler agrees with non-Muslims
to be allies of the Muslims and spies
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against their enemy, and not to be
subject to jizya, as Abu Ubaidah's
delegate did with the Christian
community of Al-Jarajimah.
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2. Jizya is dropped if the dhimmis
participate with Muslims in fighting
and defending the Abode of Islam
against the enemies of Islam. This
was explicitly stated in some
covenants and treaties concluded
between Muslims and dhimmis
during Umar's era.
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3. Jizya is dropped if the Muslims are
unable to protect the non-Muslims
within the Islamic state, as happened
during Caliph Umar's reign when
Heraclius mobilized a huge army,
and Abu Ubaidah ordered the return
of jizya collected from the Syrian
cities.
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6- The Amount of Jizya:
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The amount paid for jizya was not
large or beyond men's means; it was
affordable. It did not exceed one
dinar per year during the Prophet's
time, and did not exceed four dinars
annually during the Umayyad period.
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In Sunan Al-Tirmidhi, when the
Prophet sent Mu'adh to Yemen, he
took one dinar from every adult male.
Mu'adh said: "The Prophet sent me to
Yemen and ordered me to take from
every thirty cattle a tabi' or tabT'ah,
from every forty a musinnah (this is
Zakat on Muslims among them), and
from every adult male (halim) one
dinar or its equivalent in Mu'afir
cloth (for jizya)."
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Al-Baghawi says in his Tafsir: "As
for the amount of jizya: its minimum
is one dinar; it cannot be less than
that. The Prophet ordered him to take
from every halim (adult) one dinar,
without distinction between rich,
poor, or middle class. This indicates
that it is not obligatory upon children,
nor upon women. It is taken only
from free, sane, adult men. Some
scholars hold that it is four dinars
from the wealthy, two dinars from the
middle class, and one dinar from the
poor—this is the view of the 'people
of opinion' (Ahl al-Ra'y)."
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7. Who Has the Authority to Collect
Jizya?

Al pea (& GUaludl agd (e 7

Al-Qurtubi says in his Tafsir: "If the
Imam makes a covenant with the
people of a town or fortress, and then
they break their covenant, refuse to
pay what is due from them, including
jizya and other things, and reject the
rule of Islam without having been
wronged (and the Imam is not unjust
towards them), then it becomes
obligatory for Muslims to invade and
fight them alongside their Imam."
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This means the ruler (the Imam) is
responsible  for imposing and
collecting jizya, and it is he who
fights them with his army, not any
individual.
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8- Examples of the Condition of the
People of the Book Under Jizya:
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The Prophet wrote a document of
protection and covenant to the
Christians of Najran, transmitted to
us by Ibn Sa'd in his "Tabaqat": "The
Messenger of God wrote to the
bishop of Banu Al-Harith ibn Ka'b,
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the bishops of Najran, their priests,
and those who followed them, and
their monks, that they have what is
under their control, little or much,
their churches, their prayers, their
monasteries, and the protection of
God and His Messenger. No bishop
shall be removed from his bishopric,
no monk from his monasticism, no
priest from his priesthood. None of
their rights, authority, or anything
they had shall be changed, as long as
they are sincere and upright
regarding what is upon them, not
burdened by oppression  nor
oppressors. Al-Mughirah wrote it."
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Ubadah ibn Al-Samit recorded these
civilizational aspects of jizya in Islam
when presenting the clear Islamic
position to Al-Mugawqis, the ruler of
the Copts: "Either you respond to
Islam... If you and your companions
accept that, you will prosper in this
world and the next, and we will desist
from fighting you, not permitting
ourselves to harm or trouble you. If
you refuse except jizya, then pay us
jizya willingly while being humbled.
We will deal with you on a basis
agreeable to both of us every year,
forever, as long as we and you
remain. We will fight for you against
anyone who attacks you or threatens
your land, blood, or property. We
will undertake that for you if you are
under our protection, and you have a
covenant with us for it."
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Likewise, the Umari Covenant (al-
'Uhda al-'Umariyyah) written by
Umar for the people of Jerusalem: "In
the name of God, the Most Gracious,
the Most Merciful. This is the
assurance of safety granted by the
servant of God, Umar, Commander
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of the Faithful, to the people of Aelia | ¥ caeiad e 038 S Vs, pell sal (0 63
(Jerusalem). He grants them safety | ¢ sl agae sl (RLA Y 5 ¢ agia aal jliad
for their persons, their property, their | LS 4 3all | shaay o oLl Jal e 5 ¢ 25
churches, their crosses, their sick and | Leie 15a 533 o) agale 5 ccilaall Jal Jany
healthy, and all their religious | (sl 434 agia z A (e ¢ pag—ualll g o gl
community. Their churches shall not | agie a1 (a5 ¢ 4iale gy s alla s 4 e
be inhabited (by Muslims) nor | e sl Jal o Le JHia anle 5 (opal 56
demolished, nor shall anything be | sl (s ¢ asll aa sl ol e, 430l
detracted from them, nor from their | (i s o—d agie 335 Y 43l alal ) an )
precincts, nor from their crosses, nor e dasy
from any of their property. They shall
not be coerced in their religion, nor
shall any of them be harmed. No Jews
shall dwell with them in Aelia. The
people of Aelia must pay jizya as the
people of the cities (of Syria) pay.
They must expel the Romans and
brigands from it. Those who leave
among them shall be safe in person
and property until they reach their
place of safety. Those who stay are
safe and must pay jizya like the
people of Aelia. Whoever wishes
may go with the Romans, whoever
wishes may return to his family, and
nothing shall be taken from them
until their harvest is gathered."

When  Khalid ibn  Al-Walid | 4G la¥ (i€ 3des ad gl o allA o8 o
conquered Damascus, he wrote | el el ¢ am )l s I dl) 4 Jlad
similarly to its people: "In the name | le Ulal Lelas 13) G saa Jal ad Il o s
of God, the Most Gracious, the Most | ¥ agitde 5 s 5 ag—uiiliS 5 agll sal 5 ag—uil
Merciful. This is what Khalid ibn Al- | d¢e <l agd ¢ ot 593 (0 o2l Samy ¥ g ca2gn
Walid grants to the people of | sllallsalugade dif La dil J gy ded s 4l
Damascus upon entering it: safety for | 1shel 13 5a0 ¥ agl (i j2d ¥ (e sall 5
their persons, property, churches, and "4l
the wall of their city—it shall not be
demolished, nor shall any of their
houses be inhabited. They have the
covenant of God, the protection of
His Messenger, the Caliphs, and the
believers for this. Nothing but good
shall be done to them, as long as they
pay the jizya."
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Imam Al-Qarafi transmits from
Imam Ibn Hazm Al-Andalusi a
consensus among Muslims
unparalleled among any other nation:
"If a dhimmi is under protection and
a warring party (ahl al-harb) comes to
our land intending to attack him, it is
obligatory for us to go out to fight
them with horses and weapons, and
to die in defense of him, to protect
those under the covenant of God
Almighty and the covenant of His
Messenger. Surrendering  him
without that would be negligence of
the covenant."
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The Coptic intellectual Dr. Nabil
Luga Bebawy says in his book "Al-
Jizyah ‘'ala Ghayr Al-Muslimin"
(Jizya on Non-Muslims): "The jizya
imposed on non-Muslims in the
Islamic state under the security
contracts made with them is
essentially a defense tax in return for
protecting and defending them from
any external aggression, exempting
them from joining the Islamic army
so they would not enter a war
defending a religion they do not
believe in. However, if a non-Muslim
chooses to join the Islamic army
willingly, he is exempted from
paying jizya." Dr. Luqa continues:
"Jizya also came in return for
benefiting from the public services
provided by the state to citizens,
Muslims and non-Muslims alike,
which are funded from Zakat
revenues paid by Muslims as a pillar
of Islam. This jizya represents only a
small, modest amount compared to
the exorbitant taxes imposed by the
Roman state on Christians in Egypt,
from which no one was exempt. In
contrast, more than 70% of Orthodox
Copts were exempted from paying
this jizya: minors, women, the
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elderly, the infirm, the sick, and
monks were exempted."

Will Durant says in "The Story of | i—=d QL3S 8 &il e Jy Jsdas
Civilization"  (12/131):  "The | el Joal (S aili(131/12)5 sl
dhimmis—Christians, Zoroastrians, | & sulaall 52 seall 5 ¢ iliol 5 3 5 ) ganassall
Jews, and Sabians—enjoyed during | (s 4% g5 ¥) AR 2o B G saichy
the Umayyad Caliphate a degree of | 4wl 2Ll 81 yulai Led aa3 Y aldill
tolerance unparalleled in Christian | i—w las 3 1) jal | 5ilS 230 QLY 228
lands today. They were free to | als cpdlasy gty | shaiial g caghiy yilad
practice their religious rites, kept | o5 52 () ¢)a)) e DASI agale (a4
their churches and temples, and were | <AL i3 JS (e du yua el 5 (pala
required only to wear distinctive | als ¢ s dx )l s Cnolis w7 s) s cadin
colored clothing and pay a poll tax | cueluall je e V) (a yi 4y pall oda S5
varying according to income, ranging | ol Ol leie g oz Oud) Jaa e 0 530l
from two to four dinars. This tax was | ¢E¥) 5 & sl (50 aa cpall S35 oLl
imposed only on non-Muslims | OS¢l g 0asl) caall 5 e jaall 5 o saill
capable of bearing arms; monks, | dexall e cldd julas 8 (o ghay (g sad )
women, male minors, slaves, the | 38 MUl 8IS 3l agle (i )8 Y 5 4 S wal)
elderly, the infirm, the blind, and the | OS5 ¢ gl J2al) e Bl A Coiai g o)
poor were exempted. In return, et Of e sSall e agd
dhimmis were exempted from
military service. Zakat, amounting to
two and a half percent of annual
income, was not imposed on them.
They were entitled to government
protection.”

Historian Adam Metz says in his | s )b—casll 44U & Fia a3l & 55all J sl
book "The Islamic Civilization": | JS ¢ia sl ¢ saén 43 Jal OIS Aadluy)
"The dhimmis paid jizya, each | 4l ) eda CulSy i, o vy agie
according to his ability. This jizya | ¥) Leaday ¥ (lSd ¢ il gl glandl 4y,
resembled a national defense tax, | 53 lexdn 38 (=3l dea e 0l da )l
paid only by men capable of bearing el sall Sl ey yiall ¥ 5 ccilalal
arms; thus the disabled, monks, and
hermits in monasteries did not pay
it."

We limit these testimonies to avoid | Juskill axal cilale &l (e jasl) gy 654
prolongation. This is the greatest | s) 55U 3 me Coud 3 5all G dido 51 13a
proof that jizya is not merely a tribute | Leis (adaldl ¥ fny el a0 SileS asdaly
or thuggery, as Christians portray it. | e Laasy deg¥ a5 e o 1Y) (i ji
A thug, when imposing tribute on | s 4zesysl 4ic a8laY g pad Ol el ay
someone, does not care what happens | 43 L ) LS54 jall 8 Ll ade Yy wsa (555
to that person afterward, does not | crelosally (el all p& (e 5 Gl Jia
defend or protect him, nor is he | |sailay cpaludl ye Guabudll cany e ol
responsible for him. But jizya, as we peic
have seen, is like an agreement and
contract between non-Muslims and
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Muslims, upon which Muslims
protect and defend the non-Muslims.

9- Testimony of Egypt's Copts
Regarding Jizya in Islam:
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Here, I will not present testimony
from someone defending Islam or a
non-Muslim who converted to Islam.
The surprise is that I will present
testimony from the St. Takla.org
website, the official site of the Coptic
Orthodox Church, about jizya in
Islam. In the section on the
conditions of Egypt during the Arab
conquest of Egypt, under the title
"Egypt at the Dawn of Islam: The
Financial System Under Muslim
Rule (Jizya and Zakat)," it states:
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"Jizya" refers to the poll tax (tax on
heads), while "Kharaj" is the land tax.
However, we often find confusion
between these two taxes in
references; we see "jizya" used to
mean both poll tax and land tax
together. It is noted that the word
"Kharaj" is used to mean property tax
and also poll tax, and sometimes it is
applied to other taxes different in
nature from these two.
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After the Arab conquest of Egypt—I
mean here after the first Treaty of
Babylon—the Arabs imposed jizya
on the people of Egypt. Here is the
text mentioned by historians: "They
agreed upon a covenant and
reconciled that two dinars be
imposed on every person in Upper
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and Lower Egypt among the Copts, | il (s dali Yia sy Jaiill sac | guanly o i
both noble and common, and | < ad) o) il agdde (i jh 54 5al) agia
whoever among them had reached | ¢+ gmea (S8 aS5all Gla¥ls aa gl o
puberty; nothing on the decrepit | aes (3o leliud s ladlel yinas Yia sy ol
elderly, nor on the child who has not | & s JiS1 1528 55 ) 535 5 | 5 mnl Lash Jasdl)
reached puberty, nor on women. | J—be B Ya gy pgiiay B CulS 5 b Y]
They counted the number of Copts at "A Al all
that time specifically who had
reached the age for jizya, imposed the
two dinars on them, and their leaders
confirmed this with solemn oaths.
The total of those counted at that time
in Upper and Lower Egypt among all
the Copts, as they counted, recorded,
and submitted, was more than six
thousand  persons, and their
assessment at that time was twelve
thousand dinars per year."

This testimony from the Coptic | e s sind ddaill A i€l e sale—dll oda 4
Church contains several points: Lalss sac

1- Jizya under Islamic rule was a state | dn—a A o) oSall 84, 5l ) |
tax, not a tribute or thuggery. aalbl gl o5l ol g 4l 5all

2- The amount of jizya was two | e aiull A Gl OS5l e ol- 2
dinars per year for every person liable 4l pda e 3 adl S
to pay it.

3- Jizya was not taken from the | ¥ SWll 7 Gl e dasial 4y iall ) 3
decrepit elderly, children, or women. el ¥ 5 jall

Fourth: Does Jizya Undermine the | 4wl S e jagS dgyadl da (Lad
Dignity of Non-Muslims? ERRRRRFTININON| v

Christians, in their attempts to prove | O SLll agfY slas (8 (s el Lily 2ty
that jizya undermines their dignity, | a# 5 iles e agiel S e H2 gl 4 3all
always rely on the phrase "while they Lol A e (A el Al g5 2la
are humbled" (wa hum saghirtin) at
the end of the jizya verse.

In response, we say: Jsta )l

Regarding the phrase "while they are OsEba ot s dlea (o Ll
humbled" (wa hum saghirtin):

We will present it in terms of its | Leis—as Led i Cum o lga jai
definition, its form, and its wisdom. iaSa
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First, what is the definition of
"saghar"?

Ibn Kathir, Al-Tabari, and Al-
Baghawi indicated in their Tafsirs
that its meaning is the humiliation
and subjugation of the non-Muslim
due to their polytheism and
blasphemy against God, and the
honoring and elevation of the Muslim
for his monotheism.
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Al-Qurtubi said in his Tafsir that the
word "saghirin" comes from "al-
saghar," meaning "whose status is
diminished."

(e st lua ARl () oy (8 o jall JU

Abdullah ibn Umar explained the
meaning of "wa hum saghirtn" as Al-
Qurtubi referred to in his Tafsir: "The
Imams narrated from Abdullah ibn
Umar that the Messenger of God
said: 'The upper hand is better than
the lower hand. The upper hand is the
one that gives, and the lower hand is
the one that asks." And it is also
narrated: 'The upper hand is the
giving hand.' So he made the hand of
the giver in charity the upper hand,
and the hand of the giver in jizya the
lower hand. The taking hand is the
upper one, because He is the One
Who raises and lowers, He raises
whom He wills and lowers whom He
wills; there is no god but Him."
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Its meaning is that the hand taking
jizya is higher than the hand giving
jizya, unlike charity. This means it
refers to the low status and standing
of the giver before the taker. This is
to show that the giver of jizya does
not bestow favor upon the taker,
because, as we explained, it gives
rights to the giver, so it is not a favor,
unlike charity where the giver
bestows favor upon the taker.
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Sheikh Al-Sha'rawi said in his Tafsir:
"(Hatta yu'tu al-jizyata 'an yadin wa
hum saghirtin) — 'until they give the
jizya willingly while they are
humbled." Al-Saghar comes from the
root Sad-Ghayn-Ra', indicating two
meanings: if intended for age, one
says 'saghura yasghuru' like saying
'so-and-so kabura yakburu' (he grew
old); if intended for size or status, we
say 'saghira yasgharu', meaning his
status or size became small. It means
they give it in a state of submission,
not superiority, so that the giver does
not think he gives from a position of
superiority. We tell him: No, the
taking hand here is the upper hand."
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Thus, we see scholars agreed on the
definition and content of the meaning
of '"saghar": it is humiliation,
subjugation, low status, and lack of
honor. The giving of jizya by a non-
Muslim is not the giving of a
powerful person to a weak one, nor
the giving of a rich person to a poor
one, nor does it mean that by giving
jizya to the Muslim, the Muslim
becomes subservient to him as the
receiver is subservient to the giver.
Rather, the opposite is true, because
the Muslim grants him safety and
defends him against enemies.
Therefore, it is the non-Muslim who
needs the Muslim, not the Muslim
who needs him.
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Here, an important question must be
raised: Is the humiliation and lack of
honor for the non-Muslim solely
because of the phrase "while they are
humbled" or only at the time of

paying jizya?
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Sheikh Muhammad Salih  Al-
Munajjid states in a fatwa regarding
the permissibility of honoring and
respecting non-Muslims in general:

O A 558 8 ania) allia dese ) s
dale 48 ayal il e B 9 el s
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"It is not permissible to do anything
that implies magnifying or respecting
them, nor is it permissible to take
them as allies, as God Almighty said:
'O you who have believed, do not
take the Jews and the Christians as
allies. They are [in fact] allies of one
another.! However, manifesting this
fundamental creedal principle does
not prevent being good to them in a
manner befitting them and dealing
with them justly, as long as they are
peaceful, for God Almighty said:
'Allah does not forbid you from those
who do not fight you because of
religion and do not expel you from
your homes - from being righteous
toward them and acting justly toward
them. Indeed, Allah loves those who
act justly." But being good to them
should not include anything
suggesting  their  glorification,
veneration, submission to them, or
belief in their superiority over
Muslims. Umar said: 'T will not honor
them when God has humiliated them,
nor will I give them might when God
has made them low, nor will I bring
them near when God has distanced
them.""
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This means it is not permissible to
honor a non-Muslim in general,
whether at the time of paying jizya or
not, due to his disbelief and
blasphemy against God, and because
of God's statement: "O you who have
believed, whoever of you should
revert from his religion - Allah will
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bring forth [in their place] a people
He will love and who will love Him,
[who are] humble toward the
believers, powerful against the
disbelievers." (Quran 5:54)

However, this does not prevent us
from loving them due to kinship or
their kindness to us.

S el Al agans o) e piey Y 12 oS
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The Fatwa Center states in Fatwa No.
219466:

1219466 &) (s 510 5 58l S ya J g2

"Love is of two kinds: natural love
and religious love.
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Religious love, such as loving | Cxiuldl s aa il oSSl LS cdie 580 Wl
disbelievers for their disbelief or BE -SRI AVTEPVI N
sinners for their sin, 1is not

permissible.

Natural love is an instinct within the
soul that a person cannot repel.
Sheikh Ibn Uthaymeen said in his
Tafsir of Surat Al-Baqarah regarding
God's statement:

'Indeed, [O Muhammad], you do not
guide whom you like' (Quran 28:56),
meaning you cannot guide to the truth
someone you love or whose guidance
you desire.
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There is no harm in a Muslim loving
his disbelieving parents or relatives
with natural, instinctive love, or
loving a disbeliever because of his
continuous kindness to him."

1A g ey 5o al) mlall Al L)

Conclusion:

From the above, five main points can
be derived:

(R s At

-1It is not permissible to honor a

non-Muslim or elevate him over
Muslims in general, due to his
disbelief and polytheism.
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2- It is not permissible to honor a
non-Muslim because he pays jizya.

4 al)

3- Paying jizya does not mean the
non-Muslim bestows favor on the
Muslim or feels superior by giving it;
rather, the opposite is true, because
the Muslim provides him with
protection and security.
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4- The humiliation and subjugation
of non-Muslims referred to by
scholars is not solely due to the
phrase "while they are humbled" or
only at the time of giving jizya; it is
general and permanent due to their
disbelief in God, their association of
partners with Him, their blasphemy
against Him, and also due to their
fighting the Muslims and denying
Islam.
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5- This humiliation and lowliness
does not conflict with our being
righteous, kind, and loving towards
them.
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Of course, the Christian will say he
rejects  this  humiliation, this
subjugation, this description.
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In response, we say:

Jdstiadde 2 lly

The description of the non-Muslim as
humiliated and low in status is a
result of his clinging to disbelief.
Disbelief does not honor its possessor
but rather humiliates him and
diminishes his status, as God
Almighty said: "O you who have
believed, whoever of you should
revert from his religion - Allah will
bring forth [in their place] a people
He will love and who will love Him,
[who are] humble toward the
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believers, powerful against the

disbelievers." (Quran 5:54)

And as God Almighty said: "But
honor belongs to Allah and His

Messenger and the believers." (Quran
63:8)

Joieall s 4l gus 15 8 50l 5) (sl sl

And Al-Faruq Umar ibn Al-Khattab
said: "We were a humiliated people,
and God honored us through Islam. If
we seek honor through anything else,
God will humiliate us."
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Thus, the description of the non-
Muslim as humiliated and low in
status is due to his disbelief, because
God does not honor one who
disbelieves in Him nor allows him to
rise above the believers. This is so
that he does not think his disbelief
has honored him or elevated him
above believers, leading him to cling
to it. Rather, he should know that his
disbelief has humiliated him and
diminished his status  before
Muslims, so that he may reconsider
himself.
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Islam is not unique in describing non-
believers with certain negative
attributes like humiliation, lowliness,
and disbelief. The Bible, especially
the New Testament, describes non-
believers with even more negative
attributes than those used by Islam.
The non-believer in Christianity is
described as having Satan in him, his
mind being blinded, and even his
mind and conscience being defiled:
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2 Corinthians 4:4: "The god of this
age has blinded the minds of
unbelievers."
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Titus 1:15: "To the pure, all things
are pure, but to those who are
corrupted and do not believe, nothing
is pure. In fact, both their minds and
consciences are corrupted.”
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Thus, we see that describing a non-
believer with some negative
attributes in religions does not
discredit those religions; it is a way to
distinguish the believer from the non-
believer in every faith.
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But what no human would accept is
the violation of a non-believer's
dignity simply for being a non-
believer according to another
religion.
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Here an important question arises:
Does describing a non-Muslim as
"humiliated" violate his dignity, as
the non-Muslim believes, or make his
dignity permissible to violate?
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We say to him: The word
"humiliation" (dhull) is also used as a
description of believers in God's
statement: "O you who have
believed, whoever of you should
revert from his religion - Allah will
bring forth [in their place] a people
He will love and who will love Him,
[who are] humble (adhillah) toward
the believers, powerful against the
disbelievers." (Quran 5:54). Here, the
word "dhull" (humility) is used for
believers, but it means mercy—its
form and image. God Almighty also
said: "And lower to them the wing of
humility (dhull) out of mercy and
say, 'My Lord, have mercy upon
them as they brought me up [when I
was] small."" (Quran 17:24). Here,
the word "dhull" is used for any
person towards his parents, but it
means affection and mercy—its form
and image.
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Thus, it becomes clear that the word
"dhull"  (humility/humiliation) is
used as a description for both the
believer and the non-believer, but the
difference lies in its form and
meaning. The crux of the matter is
understanding the form and image of
the "humiliation" and "lowliness"
(saghar) attributed to the non-Muslim
in the jizya verse, upon which
scholars have agreed, so we can
know whether this description
violates his dignity and makes it
permissible to violate or not.

Ler Cosm 5w IS 31 () W oty Il
& SOV OS5 el e 5 el
A jae 5a el oy ye ) ) alina s L) g
8 L Sga gall jrally AV S a5 IS4
el e ganl 5 Al A i oL
el S e iy Cimal) 138 o e s

Second, what is the "lowliness"
(saghar) that befalls the People of the
Book when they pay jizya?
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Their lowliness is in their compliance
and submission to the rulings of
Islam and the application of Islamic
law to them.
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This is the view of Al-Shafi'i, as Al-
Baghawi indicated in his Tafsir,
saying: "Al-Shafi'i said: Al-saghar is
the application of Islamic rulings to
them."
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Ibn Al-Qayyim agrees in his book
"Ahkam Ahl Al-Dhimmah": "Al-
saghar is their commitment to the
application of God's rulings upon
them."
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Ibn Hazm in his book "Al-Muhalla":
"Al-saghar is the application of our
rulings to them."

S e alliad s laal) 408 o oa ol

pele LaSal (558

Ibn Taymiyyah in his book "Al-
Sarim Al-Maslul": "That they be
humbled (saghirin) with the rulings
of the religion applied to them."
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Tafsir  Al-Jalalayn: ~ "Humbled,
submitting to the rule of Islam."
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Sheikh Abu Bakr Al-Jaza'iri in his
book "Aysar Al-Tafasir": "And they
are humbled (saghiriin), meaning
humiliated, submitting to the rule of
Islam."
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This is the view of the majority of
jurists and modern Imams, and it is
common in books of Tafsir.
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Imam Al-Shafi'i stated in his book
"Al-Umm" (5/208): "Taking jizya
from them should be done with
civility, without harming any of them
or subjecting them to harsh words."
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This means it is not permissible to
insult them when they pay jizya.
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It should be noted that humiliating
and subjugating the People of the
Book in the manner portrayed by
some Christians contradicts the many
verses and hadiths that command us
to be righteous to the People of the
Book, to act justly towards them, and
not to harm them without right:
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"Allah does not forbid you from
those who do not fight you because of
religion and do not expel you from
your homes - from being righteous
toward them and acting justly toward
them. Indeed, Allah loves those who
act justly." (Quran 60:8)

ol 8 a8 SHE A Gl e B S5 Y (
L N A AU TR
| shsis 28 550 Ol aS s e &3 30 8l

And on the authority of Safwan ibn
Sulaym, from several of the sons of
the Companions of the Messenger of
God, from their fathers, from the
Messenger of God, he said: "Beware!
Whoever wrongs a covenanted
person (mu'ahid), or detracts from his
rights, or burdens him beyond his
capacity, or takes something from
him without his consent, I will be his
adversary on the Day of Judgment."
(Narrated by Abu Dawud)

sLil e sae 0o il 03 Ol s 0 5
&&P}@c&\é&m\dﬂjgw\
s U alu s adle 4l s di) J gy oo ¢ gl
B AdlS 5l ¢ Aalil ol ¢ laalaa alla (e YT

A}\A}gio\}‘).(:\aw\eﬁ@;&




aSa) 8 45l Jea B Ll cilple aY) Ak

Refutation of the Claims Raised Concerning Jizyah in Islam

Furthermore, Paul commands every
Christian to submit to the governing
authorities, because every authority
comes by God's permission.
Whoever resists the commands of the
authority resists God, and God will
condemn them for it. He advises
them to do good so that the authority
may praise them, in his letter to the
Romans, chapter 13:
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1 Let everyone be subject to the
governing authorities, for there is no
authority except that which God has
established. The authorities that exist
have been established by God.
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2 Consequently, whoever rebels
against the authority is rebelling
against what God has instituted, and
those who do so will bring judgment
on themselves.
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3 For rulers hold no terror for those
who do right, but for those who do
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wrong. Do you want to be free from e e Al K6 #OUa)
fear of the one in authority? Then do

what is right and you will be

commended.

Conclusion: Al

1- The description of a non-Muslim
as humiliated and low in status is due
to his disbelief, because God does not
honor one who disbelieves in Him
nor allows him to rise above the
believers.
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Fifth: What is the Punishment for
Refusing to Pay Jizya When
Required?
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It is conditional here that the person
be able to pay. Al-Qurtubi said: "Our
scholars said: As for punishing them
if they refuse to pay while able to do
so, it is permissible. But if their
inability is evident, punishing them is
not permissible, because whoever is
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unable to pay jizya is exempted from
it."

Ibn Hajar said in "Fath Al-Bari" in his
commentary on Sahih Al-Bukhari:
"There is a distinction between
fighting over something and killing
for it. Fighting (mugqatalah) is a
mutual action implying action from
both sides. The permissibility of
fighting does not necessarily imply
the permissibility of killing someone
who refrains from the action if he
does not fight. The difference
between fighting over something and
killing for it is clear."
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Sheikh Ibn Uthaymeen said:

somadie Gl el JB

Fighting (mugqatalah): striving in
jihad against enemies so that the
word of God may be supreme.

i ehe ¥l a3 e of ¢ AL
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Killing (qatl): taking a specific
person's life. Therefore, we say: Not
everything for which fighting is
permissible makes killing
permissible.  Killing is  more
restricted and is not permissible
except under known conditions,
while fighting is broader.
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Al-Qurtubi  says in his Tafsir
regarding one who refuses jizya: "If
the Imam makes a covenant with the
people of a town or fortress, and then
they break their covenant, refuse to
pay what is due from them, including
jizya and other things, and reject the
rule of Islam without having been
wronged (and the Imam is not unjust
towards them), then it becomes
obligatory for Muslims to invade and
fight them alongside their Imam. If
they fight and are overcome, they are
judged by the same ruling as applies
in the Abode of War (dar al-harb)."

From Al-Qurtubi's statement, we find
that the punishment is fighting (i.e.,
war), not killing an unarmed
individual.
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Another question arises: Who are
those we fight, as Al-Qurtubi says?
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Imam  Al-Qurtubi  said: "Our
scholars, may God's mercy be upon
them, said: What the Quran indicates
is that jizya is taken from fighting
men (al-rijal al-mugqatilin), because
God Almighty said 'Fight those...
until they give the jizya,’ which
necessitates its obligation upon those
who are fought... There is consensus
among scholars that jizya is only
imposed upon the heads of free, adult
men—those who fight—and not
upon women, offspring, slaves, the
insane, or the decrepit elderly."
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Meaning, when we fight, we fight the
fighters (those capable of combat),
and we do not fight those who are
unable to pay jizya, even if they are
capable of fighting.
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Al-Mawardi states in his book "Al-
Ahkam Al-Sultaniyyah," quoting
Imam Abu Hanifah: "If the dhimmis
break their covenant, their killing is
not thereby permitted, nor is the
seizure of their wealth, nor the
enslavement of their offspring, as
long as they do not fight. They must
be expelled from Muslim lands safely
until they reach a place of safety in
the nearest land of polytheism. If they
do not leave willingly, they are
expelled by force."
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In the book "Al-Siyasah Al-
Shar'iyyah"  published by the
International Islamic University of
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Medina: "If the dhimmis refuse to | & sl sgie 23555 abagal L Lali aay olld ¢
pay jizya, some jurists consider this a | teld cye (A Jil sl (a5 J 5850 5008 |
breach of their covenant. Jizya is then | ous 4all elal e el e J) 525 o
taken from them by force, like debts. | (sixall 138 5 et i Leilal (e o jgiiall
We say: Among the means to prevent | <L (& ) das ) v sl dla¥) J s
evasion of jizya is imprisoning the | Le |53 s dadl) Jal ¢ punys 1 £ A0
evader until he pays it. In this | odsid S Guall (e Gsasi Vs agile
context, Imam Abu Yusuf says in his Al agie
book 'Al-Kharaj": 'The dhimmis are
imprisoned until they pay what is due
from them, and they are not released
from prison until jizya is collected

m

from them| "'
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And Allah is the Grantor of success.
Mohamad Mostafa Nassar
For further information, you may visit our website at www.Islamcompss.com
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